STAR FLYER

The Star Flyer, the first of the new breed of ‘sailiners’
to be a real sailing s]‘lip rather than a sail-assisted
p-nwer—clriva-n vessel, is the brainchild of Swedish-born
Mikael Krafft, of Brussels, who combined his mer-
chant-shipuwing experience with his love of old clip-
per ships to prﬂcluce this }Jarquentine and her sisters to
come.

The rig was designed by Olivier Van Meer of
Enkhuizen, Holland. The }-'arcls are all sl‘am:]ing and the
square sails Lydraulica]j}r roller-furl inside them. There
is a manual override in the event of hyclrau]in: failure
but, to date, in the first nine months of ﬂiling the
svstem ]135 wor]zel:l ‘I:\."']tI'Iﬂ'I.It a hitch. The braces lead to
lj}rclraujic brace winches and the square sails are con-
trolled ];ty jcrystick command and onI}' need three men
to operate them. The main topmast staysail is hyc].rauli -
caﬂ}r roller-furled with manual override. There are no
ratlines or {octmpes as there is no need to go aloft, but
the masts are fitted with rungs in case of emergency.
The other sails are hoisted and stowed in the old-
fashioned way but the ljai}rards can be led to electric
v."inches, as can the sheets. The 5]1ip nn]}r requires ten
deckhands. The speed under sail can reach 17 knots.

Under power the Star Flyer can cruise at 12 knots.
The four-bladed varia]:rie-pitch pmpeuer is fu.“y feath-
ering to reduce :].ra.g when under sail. There is a bow
thruster and there are anti-roll tanks that are effective
even at anchor.

Tl‘tere are fclur f‘uﬂ-—lengt}] dec'!?s: tl‘ze {'an}? top, wit}]
the engine room, tanks, storerooms, gauey and crew’s
quarters; ti'xe 'Cumrnal:lore' cle::]r.! W‘l‘t}'l 44 passenger
cabins, the 'Ciipp«er' deck with the &ining room,

purser's office, gift shop and 37 cabins, and the Main
deck with a plano bar, a liiJﬁt}’, an outdoor Tmpicnl
Bar and 6 clec]sz staterooms. Ti‘lﬂ sun clec]:e, a]:nwe the
Piano Bar and main deck r:a]ains, has a swimming pool
with a transparent bottom that forms a s.lz;.rligl'lt to the
Piano Bar. The ‘aft deck’ (poop deck) has another pml
and two passenger staterooms. The interior design was
done by Studio Acht of Moordrecht (Netherlands).

The accommodation is airconditioned thmughout.
Most cabins are fitted with twin lower beds that reacli]y
convert to double beds. The cabins have en-suite
shower and toilet and are equipped with video, radio
and international telepl‘mne. Some cabins have a third
i}EI‘l'li, for ltamilies, ete. The dining Toom, which seats
210 (meals are served in single sittings) can be quickly
converted to a meeting or a conference room with
screen, projectors, viclea monitors, pociium and micro-
PI’IDHE. ThE‘ Tl’ﬂpiﬂﬂ] Bar, on IJE’:]? EHJ und.er an
awning, doubles up as dance floor and as an alternative
venue for breakfasts and buffet lunches.

ThE Stﬂi‘ FIFHET was ]auncl‘tecl an 14‘ januar}r 1';.(}].
and was delivered at Antwerp on 15 May. Her home-
port is Antwerp but she is registered in Luxembourg
and flies the European Community ensign. She is
based at St Martin in the Caribbean and operates
seven-&ay cruises that alternate between the "u'rirgin and
the Leeward Islands. Her first Eistersl'lip, the Star
Clipper, was launched on 3 October 1991 and will be
delivered in March 1992; she will operate in the
Mediterranean. Both Larquentinﬁ will be at Barcelona
for the 1992 Olympics, chartered as ‘floatels’ by the
Be]gian and Dutch Dl}rmpic Committees.

Name of vessel  Star Flyer
Year buili 1991
Designer
Builder

fu ment Cwner

Current flag

Robert MacFarlane (UK)

Langerbrugge Shipvards, Langerbrugge, Ghent, Belgium
White Star Clippers NV, Brussels, Eﬁgium
I-uxtmjmurngEC 1,}:;:#: of registry: Antwem. B-rigium}

Rig  Four-masted staysai

2 arquentine
‘.:teei; teak-clad waather‘jeclls

Comatruction
L.mgtfr extreme  357.0 feet (108,80 m)
Lgn_af;: q.; Rl 3000 feet (91.40 m)
ng.‘fa between pwpendlicmrar: 230.0 {eet (70.20 m)
m 480 feet (14.60 m)
Draught  18.5 feet (5.60m)
Tonrage 2,208 grt, 869 nrt; 2,018 td (light), 2,556 td (load)
Sail area 36,000 sq. feet (3,340 m?)
Eugiﬂa 1,500 hp Ca.tcrpil]a.r
Complement 58 crew; 180-196 passengers
Photograph date

Hlaatngmpj: lacation
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